
RULES OF THE WARREN DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE
(adopted May 12, 2025)

MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Warren Democratic Town Committee (“Town Committee”) to promote good governance and Democratic principles at every level of our civic life. In order to do so, we:
· Encourage citizens to become voters and to register as Democrats;
· Identify, encourage, nominate, and support qualified Democrats to run for municipal, state and national elections;
· Identify, encourage, nominate, and support Democratic candidates to fill vacancies on town Boards and Committees;
· Nominate and endorse delegates to Democratic conventions to nominate State legislative candidates, Congressional candidates, and candidates for Governor, United States Senator, and other statewide offices; and
· Promote positions, interests, and principles of the Democratic Party in our community.

ARTICLE I	TOWN COMMITTEE

Section I	Size & Eligibility of Town Committee; Increase in Membership

The Democratic Town Committee (“Town Committee”) shall consist of not less than 10 or more than 20 Members who shall be electors of the Town of Warren and who shall be enrolled registered Democratic voters in the Town of Warren, Connecticut (“Warren”). An engaged Member is responsible for ensuring proper governance and actively supports the growth and impact of the Town Committee. Members have voting responsibilities on how the Town Committee conducts itself and decisions made on a municipal level. Members participate in monthly meetings and activities sponsored by the Town Committee and serve on at least one committee. The Town Committee does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, sex, gender, sexual orientation, age, physical ability or socio-economic status, and seeks to represent the diversity of Warren.

A Member who ceases to meet these qualifications shall thereupon be deemed to have vacated the office of Member of the Town Committee. A quorum for any meeting of the Town Committee shall be two-fifths of the total membership of the Town Committee at the time of the convening meeting. [as amended 1/11/96] The Town Committee, at a meeting called for the purpose, may, by a majority vote of the Town Committee Members present and voting, increase its Membership if deemed advisable and for the best interests of the party. The new positions created by said increase may be filled at the meeting at which they are created or at a later meeting provided that the call of the meeting includes that it is for the purpose of filling such positions.

Section II	Quorum for Town Committee Meetings

The Town Committee, at a meeting called for the purpose, may, by a majority vote of the Town Committee members present and voting, increase its membership if deemed advisable and for the best interests of the party. The new positions created by said increase may be filled at the meeting at which they are created or at a later meeting provided that the call of the meeting includes that it is for the purpose of filling such positions. A quorum for any meeting of the Town Committee shall be two-fifths of the total Membership of the Town Committee at the time of the convening meeting. 

Section III	Election of Town Committee Members Generally

On the first Tuesday in March iIIn each even numbered year, the Town Committee shall set a date for the holding of hold a caucus or a primary conducted in accordance with the Connecticut General Statutes for the election of Town Committee Members by a plurality vote. Public notice of the caucus or caucus and shall be given to all registered Democratic voters in the Town of Warren, including publicationsh the same in a newspaper having general circulation in the Town of Warren at least five (5) days, but not more than fifteen (15) days, in advance of the caucus or primary. 42 days before such primary is to be held. 

Section IV	The date for selectingchoosing of party endorsed candidates for the Town Committee membership shall be chosen from a date between April 1 and April 15 in the even-numbered years. 

Section IV	Election of Town Committee Members By Caucus

Public notice of the time, place and purpose of a caucus called for the purpose of electing Town Committee Members by a plurality vote shall be given to all registered Democratic voters in Warren, including publications in a newspaper having general circulation in Warren at least five (5) days, but not more than fifteen (15) days, in advance of the caucus. Nominations for Town Committee Members may be made by (1) presentation to the caucus of a slate composed of a number of persons equal to or less than the maximum number prescribed by these Rules, or (2) by nomination of individual candidates. Voting by slate is only permissible when the election is between two or more slates of equal number. Any eligible person may also be nominated from the floor. No Member of the caucus may vote for a greater number of candidates than those to be elected. The list of endorsed candidates by the caucus shall be filed with the Warren Town Clerk at least 28 days before the primary date, and any candidates endorsed at the caucus where there is no need for a primary shall be deemed elected as of the primary date. and shall be filed with the Warren Town Clerk . Said list of endorsements shall be filed with the Warren Town Clerk at least 28 days before the primary date. If no such en

Section V	Election of Town Committee Members by Primary

In the event that a caucus is not held or does not result in endorsement of Town Committee Members, election of such Members shall be made by direct primary as provided by law. The primary shall be held on the first Tuesday in March in each even-numbered year.

Section VI	Terms of Town Committee Members

The tTerms of all Town Committee Members shall start on the Wednesday after the first Tuesday in March in each even-numbered year at which they are elected, and ending on the first Tuesday in March of the next even-numbered year. first Monday following the date of the primary at which they are elected and they shall serve for two years or until their successors have been chosed [sic] but not more than 26 months; provided that, WwWhen a Town Committee increases its Membership as provided in Section I or fills a vacancy as provided in Section VIII of this Articlehereof, the terms of those Members all the new positions created by said increase shall begin the day following the meeting at which such new positions were filled, and continue until the end of the term of the other elected Members. The terms of all members shall start on the same day.

Section VII	Vacancies in Town Committee Membership

Any vacancy on the Town Committee, arising from any cause, including failure to elect, may be filled by the Town Committee by a majority vote of the Town Committee Members present and voting, providing a quorum is present, at a meeting called for that purpose with at least one week of advance notice.

Section VIII	Removal of Town Committee Members for Good Cause

The Town Committee, by two-thirds vote of those Members present and voting provided a quorum is present, at a meeting of the Committee in which a quorum is present, may expel a Member for good cause. Good cause shall include but shall not be limited to failure to attend three consecutive meetings without satisfactory reason; failure to perform duties assigned by vote of the Committee; or activities, on proper proof, against the regularly-nominated candidates of the Democratic party. Activities on behalf of certain candidates for party nomination shall not be considered as good cause for expulsion of a Committee Member.

Section IX	Appointment of Proxies for Town Committee Meetings

Any Member of the Town Committee who is unable to attend a meeting will be out of town or otherwise unavoidably absent from a meeting may appoint another Member of the Town Committee to serve as their proxy for that meeting an alternate to serve in his place for that meeting, provided written notice of the proxy’s name is provided by the absent Member to such alternate place on file with the secretary prior to such meeting, and the proxy confirms in writing their agreement to serve., written authorization signed by the absent Committee member. Such alternate shall be known as a member pro tem and shall have all the privileges of the member for whom he is a substitute.

Section X	Standing and Ad-Hoc Subcommittees
The Town Committee shall have 3 standing subcommittees and may have other ad hoc sub-committees as needed, provided that no such ad hoc sub-committee may supersede or usurp the responsibilities of a standing committee. The standing subcommittees shall be the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Nominating and Membership Committee. Ad hoc sub-committees may be designated or discontinued from time to time by the Executive Committee. The Chair shall appoint Members to the subcommittees and ad-hoc committees, and shall be an ex-officio Member of each such committee.

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chair, the Vice-Chair, the Treasurer, and the Secretary, and such other officers as may be deemed advisable. The Chair shall serve as the chair of the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee is responsible for organizing the work and strategic planning of the Town Committee, preparing a budget for the conduct of the Town Committee’s activities, and communicating the position of the Town Committee on relevant issues, campaigns, platforms and other matters.

The Finance Committee shall be responsible for monitoring the monies needed to meet expenses of the Town Committee and shall assist with organizing fund-raising events. The Treasurer shall be the Chair of the Finance Committee.

The Nominating and Membership Committee shall identify, encourage, recruit, interview, screen and select from among registered Democrats persons who may be interested in being candidates for elected or appointed Town offices, and shall recommend to the Town Committee persons to be nominated as candidates for elections to or to fill vacancies in town offices, boards and committees. The Nominating and Membership Committee is also responsible for notifying the Town Committee of the existence of any vacancies in town offices or on the Town Committee. In addition, the Nominating and Membership Committee shall be responsible for recruiting persons who are, or are eligible to become, registered Democratic voters in Warren to become Members of the Town Committee.

ARTICLE II	OFFICERS, EX-OFFICIO, AND HONORARY MemberS

Section I	Not more than 30 days following the day fixed for the holding of a primary for the election of Town Committee Members, the Chair of the Town Committee in office at the time of said primary shall call a meeting of the newly elected Town Committee for the purpose of electing such officers of the Town Committee. If the Town Chair fails, for any reason, to call such meeting by the end of the prescribed 30-day period, the Vice Chair in office at the time of the primary shall call the meeting within 48 hours. The Members of the Town Committee shall meet in organization and shall elect, from within the Membership of the Committee, a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as may be deemed advisable.

Section II	Officers so elected shall hold office for the term of the Town Committee electing them.

Section III	Each of the officers shall have the duties usually incident to his office and such other duties as the Town Committee may from time to time prescribe.

Section IV	Within one week after organization of the Town Committee, the Secretary shall file with the secretary of the State Central Committee a list of the names and addresses of the officers and Members of the Town Committee and the name and address of the Registrar of Voters.

Section V	If there shall be a vacancy in any office of the Town Committee arising from any cause, the Town Committee may fill the same by a majority vote of the Town Committee Members present and voting, providing a quorum is present, at a meeting called for that purpose at least one week in advance.

Section VI	Ex-Officio Members
All elected and appointed individuals holding town offices and who are registered Democratic voters in Warren shall be non-voting, ex-officio Members of the Town Committee. This provision shall not prevent any said office holder from being elected as a full Member of the Town Committee.

Section VII	Community Members
The Officers of the Town Committee may nominate non-voting Community Members of the Town Committee who participate and extend the work of the Town Committee according to their time, ability and interests. Community Members are encouraged to participate in meetings, activities, and campaign work in Warren and throughout our district(s). Beyond issues of governance and voting, the primary difference between Members and Community Members is the expected level of engagement. Community Members may be elected by a majority vote of the Members of the Town Committee present and voting at any meeting. 

ARTICLE III	MEETINGS

Section I	Regular Meetings
Regular mMeetings of the Town Committee shall be called by the Chairman as deemed necessary. For regular meetings, the Secretary shall give two weeks prior written notice to all Town Committee Members stating the time, place and purpose or agenda of the meeting by mail or electronic mail., giving reasonable notice of such meeting to all members of the Committee.

Section II	Special Meetings 
Special meetings of the Town Committee may be called upon written request, signed by a majority  of all Members of the Town Committee, and presented to the Chairman and the Secretary. Upon receipt of such request, the Chairman shall instruct the SsSecretary shall give two weeks prior written notice to all Town Committee Members stating give reasonable notice of the time, place and purpose of such meetings by mail or electronic mail. to all members of the Committee.

Section III	Virtual Meetings
The Town Committee may carry out its responsibilities through telephonic, video, or other technological means that provide for a virtual presence for its Members and other participants. The Town Committee shall put in place measures to ensure that individuals who participate in the meeting are identifiable and are able to participate fully in the process. Such virtual presence shall satisfy the requirement for Members to be present for purposes of quorums and voting.

Section IV	Open Meetings
All meetings of the full Town Committee (excluding committees, subcommittees, and other sub-groups) shall be open to the public for observation, and votes shall not be taken by secret ballot. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Town Committee may enter into Executive Session in appropriate circumstances which may include, but are not limited to, the following:


A. Discussion concerning the performance, evaluation, health, dismissal or removal of (1) a public officer or employee, (2) a candidate or potential candidate for election or appointment to a public position, (3) an officer or Member of the Town Committee or a person holding a position within the Democratic Party, or a candidate or potential therefor;
B. Discussion of strategy and negotiations with respect to pending or threatened claims of litigation;
C. Discussion of strategy with respect to election campaigns;
D. Discussion of financial matters including fund-raising strategy;
E. Discussion of security strategy; and
F. Discussion of matters deemed confidential by law.

To the extent reasonably feasible, full Town Committee meetings shall be held in places accessible to all registered Democratic voters in Warren and shall be conducted pursuant to publicly available agendas. Notices of full Town Committee meetings and the applicable agenda shall be provided to Town Committee Members and posted electronically, if feasible, not less than one week prior to said meetings. If the meeting is to be held virtually, the Town Committee shall put in place measures to ensure that individuals who participate in the meeting are identifiable and are able to participate fully in the process.

ARTICLE IV	CAUCUSES

Section I	Calling of Caucuses
Caucuses may be called for the purpose of amending these rules or any other lawful purpose by the Town Committee. Alternatively, , or, eexcept as hereinafter provided, a caucus may be called by not less than 10%ten percent of the registered enrolled Democratic voters inof Warrenthe town. The call for any such caucus shall be in writing. If it is called by vote of the Town Committee, it shall be signed by the Chairman of the Town Committee. If it is called by not less than 10%ten percent of registeredthe enrolled Democratic voters in Warren, it shall be signed by those voterives. No special caucus shall be called for the purpose of removing or replacing a Town Committee during its term of office, except by the Chairman of the State Central Committee, upon petition of not less than 10%ten percent of the registeredenrolled Democratic voters in Warrenthe town and upon showing to the satisfaction of the Chairman of the State Central Committee that the existing Town Committee has failed to perform its legal or proper functions.

Section II	Notice of Caucuses
Notice of time, place, and purpose of any caucus shall be given to all registeredenrolled Democratic voters in Warrenof the town at least two weeksfive days in advance of any such caucus in writing and by electronic posting of such notice on the Warrenpublic bulletin board of the Town Hall website and by electronic posting pursuant to any other reasonably available means.

Section III	Caucus Proceedings
The Town Committee Chairman shall be the temporary Cchairman of all caucuses and shall preside until the meeting has selected its permanent Cchairman. In like manner, the Ssecretary of the Ttown Committee shall act as Ssecretary at such caucuses until permanent organization has been effected.Section IV	The caucuses shall be conducted in conformity with the provision of Section 72 of the Primary Act.

ARTICLE V	ENDORSEMENT OF CANDIDATES

Section I	Time and Place of Endorsement
The Town Committee shall set the time (between the 1st and 15th of April) and place for endorsement of candidates for town office, Town Committee Members and delegates to conventions, such time to confirm with the Primary Act and State Party rules.

Section II	Selection of Party-Endorsed Candidates and Delegates
Endorsement and nomination of candidates for municipal offices or legislative office within the town shall be by Members of the Town Committee who are Democratic electors residing within the district. The Town Committee MembersThe enrolled members of the Warren Democratic Party, at caucuses called for the purpose, .shall select party-endorsed candidates for each town office, for Town Committee members, and for delegates to conventions by a plurality vote. The person having the greatest number of votes for such office up to the number to be chosen shall be declared nominated.

Section III	Endorsement of Candidates for Delegates to Conventions
The party endorsement of candidates for delegates to any convention shall be made by (1) presentation to the caucus or Town Committee of a by full slate composed of a number of persons under the State Party Rules, or (2) by nomination of individual candidates. In the election of such delegates, each Member of the caucus or town Committee Member present and voting shall vote for a number of candidates not to exceed the number of a the full slate. The voting for delegates to each convention shall be done separately for each convention. and such slate shall be endorsed as a unit.

Section IV	Party-Endorsed Candidates for Town Office
Candidates for town office chosen as provided in Section II above shall run in the primary for such office as party-endorsed candidates, and any such candidate shall be the nominee of the Democratic Party for the office for which he is a candidate if no valid opposing candidacy has been filed for nomination to such office by 4 p.m. on the 21st day preceding the day of the Democratic Primary for such office.

Section V	Party-Endorsed Candidates for Town Committee
Candidates for Town Committee Members chosen as provided in Section II above shall run in the primary for Town Committee Members as party-endorsed candidates and such candidates shall be deemed elected as Members of the Town Committee if no valid opposing candidacies have been filed for Town Committee Members by 4 p.m. on the 21st day preceding the day of the Democratic primary for Town Committee Members.

Section VI	Party-Endorsed Slate of Candidates for Delegates to Conventions
The slate of candidates for delegates to the convention chosen as provided in sections II and III above shall run in the primary for delegates to such convention as the party-endorsed slated, and such slate of candidates shall be deemed elected as the delegate to such convention if no valid opposing candidacy by a complete slate including persons other than party endorsed candidates has been filed by 4 p.m. of the 21st day preceding the date of the Democratic primary for delegates to conventions.

Section VII	Insufficiency of Endorsed Candidates
If for any reason sufficient endorsement of candidates for town office, Town Committee Members or delegates to conventions are not made, the provisions of section 28 of the Primary Act, as same may be amended from time to time, shall govern.

Section VIII	Certification of Party-Endorsed Candidates
The Ssecretary and Chairman of the Town Committee shall certify to the Town Clerk the names and addresses of the party-endorsed candidates selected as provided in Sections II and III above, the title of the office or position as Town Committee Member or delegate for which each such person is endorsed, and the date for which the primary has been announced.

Section IX	Timing of Endorsement and Certification
Each party endorsement of a candidate to run in a primary for the nomination of candidates for town office or for the election of Town Committee Members or delegates to conventions shall be made not earlier than the 49th day nor later than the 35th day preceding the day of the primary and shall be certified by the Town Clerk not later than the 34th day preceding the day of the primary.

Section X	Tie Votes
In the event that a vote taken on the selection of a party-endorsed candidates results in a tie, such tie vote shall be dissolved by the vote of the permanent Cchairman of the caucus, but this provision shall not affect their his right to cast any vote as a Member of the caucus to which they areis otherwise entitled.

Section XI	Vacancy in Party-Endorsed Candidacy
If a party-endorsed candidate for nomination to a town office or for election as Town Committee Member or delegate to a convention, prior to 24 hours before the opening of the polls at the primary withdraws their name from nomination, or for any reason becomes disqualified or unable to serve, dies, or, prior to ten days before the day of the primary, withdraws his name for nomination, or for any reason becomes disqualified to hold office or position for which they arehe is a candidate, an endorsement may be made to fill such vacancy by the Town Committee, by a majority vote of the Town Committee Members present and voting, providing a quorum is present, at a meeting for that purpose. The Cchairman of the Town Committee may cast a vote on an endorsement to break a tie, but this provision shall not affect theirhis right to cast any vote as a Member of the Town Committee to which they are is otherwise entitled. The Ssecretary of the Town Committee shall immediately certify the endorsement to fill such vacancy to the Democratic Registrar of Voters.

Section XII	Vacancy in Nomination

If a nomination has been made for a town office and the nominee thereafter but prior to 24 hours before the opening of the polls on the day of the election for which such nomination has been made, withdraws their name from nomination, or for any reason becomes disqualified to hold the office for which they have been nominated, a nomination to fill such vacancy may be made by the Town Committee, by a majority vote of the Town Committee Members present and voting, provided a quorum is present, at a meeting called for that purpose. The Chair of the Town Committee may cast a vote on such nominations to break a tie, but this provision shall not affect their right to cast any vote as a Member of the Town Committee to which they are otherwise entitled. The Chair of the Town Committee shall certify the nomination to fill such vacancy to the Secretary of the State and shall file a copy with the Town Clerk. In the case of a withdrawal, said nomination shall not be valid until the candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal signed by such candidate with said Secretary of the State and in the case of a town office, by also filing a copy with the Town Clerk. Such nomination to fill a vacancy due to disqualification shall include a statement setting forth the reason for such vacancy.

Section XIII	Nominations
The nominations of the Democratic party to all offices and the election of Members of the Town Committee and delegates to conventions shall be made in all respects as provided in the Primary Act, as it may be amended from time to time. Whenever a primary for nomination to a Town office or for election of Town Committee Members or delegates to conventions is to be held under the provisions of saiuad Act, the nominee of the Democratic Party for such office and the Members of the Town Committee and the delegates to conventions shall be determined by a plurality of votes cast.

Section XIII	If a nomination has been made for a town office and the nominee thereafter but prior to twenty-four hours before the opening of the polls on the day of the election for which such nomination has been made, dies, withdraws his name, or for any reason becomes disqualified to hold the office for which he has been nominated, a nomination to fill such vacancy may be made by the Town Committee, but  a majority vote of the Town Committee members present and voting, provided a quorum is present, at a meeting called for that purpose. The Chairman of the Town Committee may cast a vote on such nominations to break a tie, but this provision shall not affect his right to cast any vote as a member of the Town Committee to which he is otherwise entitled. The Chairman of the Town Committee shall certify the nomination to fill such vacancy to the Secretary of the State and shall file a copy with the Town Clerk. In the case of a withdrawal, said nomination shall not be valid until the candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal signed by such candidate with said Secretary of the State and in the case of a town office, by also filing a copy with the Town Clerk. Such nomination to fill a vacancy due to the death or disqualification shall include a statement setting forth the reason for such vacancy.

Section XIV	Convention Delegate Alternates
Each delegate to a convention, as soon as possible after endorsement, shall in writing, designate an alternate and sign a proxy for substitution for themhim in case of theirhis absence. This shall be delivered immediately to the Cchairman of the Town Committee. Delegates and alternates must be registeredenrolled Democratic voters ins of the Town of  Warren. The Chairman of the Town Committee shall, immediately following the primary, file the names of all delegates with the secretary of the State Central Committee after proper attestation by the Registrar of Voters.
	
Section XV	If any provision of these rules is found to be in conflict with the provisions of any law or the State Democratic Party Rules, the provisions of such law or Rules shall govern.

ARTICLE VI	FILING OF LOCAL PARTY RULES OR AMENDMENTS

	Within 7 days after rules or amendments to party rules are adopted by the Town CommitteeWarren Democratic Party, duplicate copies, signed by the Chairman and Secretary of the Town Committee shall be filed with the Secretary of the State Central Committee, with the Town Clerk, and with the Secretary of the State and shall become effective 60 days after such filing.

ARTICLE VII	AMENDMENTS TO LOCAL PARTY RULES

	Local party rules may be amended in one of two ways: by a caucus of the enrolled Democratic electors of the municipality called in the same manner as a caucus provided in Article IV of these Rules, or by the Town Committee at a meeting called in the same manner as a duly called Town Committee meeting for selecting party endorsed candidates as provided in Article V of these Rules.These rules may be amended in any town caucus, by majority vote of those present and voting, provided that the Town Committee gives due notice of the proposed change in the call for said caucus.

